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up to them both in their individual and collective life.
The early monarchs of China were called 'statesmen-
saints' who would never do anything without prayers
invoking the aid of the gods. During later ages the
'scholar-officials3 were the real rulers of the clountry
whose sole care was to put into practice the demo-
cratic and ethical ideals set forth in the teachings of the
great sage Confucius. Besides, "the Chinese civilisa-
tion is most decidedly organised for peace... .And
China is the one country in the world where it is con-
sidered disgraceful to be a soldier."1 Plato propounded
the ideas of 'philosopher-king' and 'virtue-state'., and,
according to Aristotle, a king is a king only when he
furthers 'the highest good' of his subjects. Thus the
world., in three of its greatest culture-centres, China,
India and Greece, passed through a common cycle or
age of Dharma when the vision of its external form
came to their thinkers mainly as a State founded on
righteousness, the ideal rule of living. There is no
evidence however as to how far the Greeks were able
to give any practical shape to the Platonic or Aristote-
lian ideals, not to speak of later Europe which seemed
to have broken away from Hellenic traditions; but
history is certain that the Indians and the Chinese had
been ever alive in their past to what their seers and
law-makers had laid down, and that they tried to follow
them in. all their social and political endeavours.

If die history of a people should be concerned with
nothing but its political activities, then the history of
1H. A. Davies in An Outline History of the World, p. 77.